The George Sand-

invention than the others, what I like best in him is his fero-
cious anger. In it is the special truth of the character.
Humanity turned to fury, the guillotine become mystic, life
only a sort of bloody dream, that is what must take place in
such heads. I think you have one Shakespearean scene: that of
the delegate to the Convention with his two secretaries, is of
an incredible strength. It makes one cry out! There is one
also which struck me very much at the first reading: the scene
where Saint-Gueltas and Henri each have the pistols in their
pockets: and many others. What a fine page (I open by
chance) is page 161!

In the play won't you have to give a longer r61e to the wife
of the good Saint-Gueltas? The play ought not to be very
hard to cut. It is only a question of condensing and shortening
it. If it is played, I'll guarantee a terrific success. But the
censorship ?

Well, you have written a masterpiece, that's true! and a
very amusing one. My mother thinks it recalls to her stories
that she heard while a child. A propos of Vendee, did you
know that her paternal grandfather was, after M. Lescure,
the head of the Vendee army ? The aforesaid head was named
M. Fleuriot d'Argentan. I am not any the prouder for that;
besides the thing is doubtful, for my grandfather, a violent
republican, hid his political antecedents.

My mother is going in a few days to Dieppe, to her grand-
child's. I shall be alone a good part of the summer, and I plan
to grub.

"I labor much and shun the world.
It is not at balls that the future is founded."

(Camille Doucet.)

But my everlasting novel bores me sometimes in an incred-
ible manner! These tiny details are stupid to bother with!
Why annoy oneself about such a miserable subject?
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